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GLOSSARY

VHF Very high frequency

LW Low water

HW High water

MAIB Marine Accident Investigation Board, U.K.

AIS Automatic Identification Systems

MCA Maritime Coastguard Agency

GPS Global Positioning System

EPIRB Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon

DSC Digital Selective Calling

HRU Hydrostatic Release Unit 

COSPAS-SARSAT An international satellite-based search and rescue distress
alert detection and information distribution system

Note:  ● All times given as 24 hour clock
● Weather given in Beaufort scale
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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 On the 14th March 2008 at approximately 08.45 hrs. the FV “Strath Marie” left
Bunagee Pier, Culdaff, Co. Donegal to lift strings of pots. Crewmembers 
Mr. Francis McDaid and Mr. Daniel McDaid were on board.

1.2 The weather forecast was for south to southwest Force 3 or 4 with good
visibility and slight to moderate sea state. The reported weather conditions on
the day were better than the forecast.

1.3 At 17.17 hrs. on 14th of March 2008 a “999” call was made as the “Strath
Marie” was overdue.

1.4 At 18.13 hrs. on 14th March 2008 the first casualty was recovered from the
water and at 20.38 hrs. the second casualty was recovered.

1.5 Both men were brought to Altnagelvin Hospital in Derry where they were later
pronounced dead.

1.6 Parts of the fishing vessel were later recovered and examined along with other
evidence to try and establish the cause of the loss of the FV “Strath Marie”.

1.7 No direct cause for the loss of both lives has been established.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Particulars of the vessel

Name of Vessel: “Strath Marie”

Builders: Brian McDonald, Co. Donegal

Overall Length: 9.12 metres

Breath: 2.53 metres

Depth: 1.08 metres

Date keel laid: 1976

Engine make, model, power: Lister, STW2, 15 Kilowatts

Name & Address of Owner: Mr. Francis H. McDaid, 
Co. Donegal.

General description of vessel: Open double ended fishing boat, clinker build,
rudder and tiller steering. Vessel was
primarily used for fishing with pots.

Operational area: Lough Foyle and seaward.

2.2 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance for “Strath Marie” was carried out
by Mr. John J. McNelis on 15th July 2005. Refer to Appendix 9.1 of report.

2.3 Modifications to the “Strath Marie” after Code of Practice Declaration of 
Compliance:
New wheelhouse added forward.
New steel rudder with hydraulic arm.
Slave hauler fitted to hauling derrick on the forward starboard side with 
steel plates.
Additional electronics added/replaced included fish finder, plotter and VHF.

2.4 The crew of the “Strath Marie” on 14th March 2008 were:
Francis McDaid aged 68 years
Daniel McDaid aged 70 years
Both men had a “lifetime” of fishing experience but had not undertaken any 
recognised training.

2.5 Met Éireann weather report for sea area 055°14.58'N, 006° 48.94'W on 14th
March 2008 between 06.00 and 20.00 hrs. is at Appendix 9.2.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The “Strath Marie” was using the Bunagee Pier at Culdaff on the day because the
crane of Portaleen Pier at Glengad was broken.

3.2 Sometime between 08.00 and 08.30 hrs. Mr. James McDaid was on Bunagee Pier
and saw Messrs. Francis and Daniel McDaid arrive by car. Mr. James McDaid spoke
briefly with Messrs. Francis and Daniel McDaid and then left. Shortly afterwards
at approximately 08.45 hrs. Mr. James McDaid returned to the pier to see the
“Strath Marie” heading out to sea approximately 200 yards from the pier with
Messrs. Francis and Daniel McDaid onboard. According to Mr. James McDaid “the
sea was very calm as they were heading out and it was a good day”.

3.3 Messrs. Francis and Daniel McDaid were planning to lift six strings of pots each
holding approximately sixteen pots per string. Information submitted by 
Mr. Frankie H. McDaid, the owner of the “Strath Marie”, identified that the six
strings were at the following locations:

String 1. 055° 18.4' N 007° 08.4' W

String 2. 055° 18.4' N 007° 08.4' W

String 3. 055° 17.7' N 007° 06.2' W

String 4. 055° 16.9' N 007° 02.5' W

String 5  055° 16.2' N 006° 59.8' W

String 6. 055° 16.7' N 006° 57.7' W

Refer to Appendix 9.3 for plot on Admiralty chart 2811.



4. THE INCIDENT INCLUDING SEARCH, RESCUE & AUTOPSY

4.1 Little is known of the operations of the “Strath Marie” and the actions of Messrs.
Francis and Daniel McDaid in the moments immediately prior to the casualty.

4.2 At 17.17 hrs. on 14th March 2008 Malin Head Coast Guard received a “999” call
from Mr. Mickey McDaid reporting the “Strath Marie” overdue.

The following is an extract from the Irish Coast Guard log;

4.3 At 17.22 hrs. Rescue Helicopter R118 from Sligo tasked for search and rescue.

At 17.24 hrs. PAN Broadcast made into the area.

At 17.25 hrs. Greencastle Coast Guard Unit tasked for search and rescue.

At 17.27 hrs. Portrush Lifeboat requested via Belfast Coast Guard.

At 17.29 hrs. Lough Swilly Lifeboat requested.

At 18.07 hrs. Portrush Lifeboat encountered debris/fish boxes 3.5 miles East
North-East of Inishowen head.

At 18.13 hrs. Portrush Lifeboat recovered first casualty from water at position
055° 14.58’N 006° 48.94’W. Refer to Appendix 9.4 for plot on Admiralty Chart
2723. Casualty was not wearing buoyancy aid.

At 18.30 hrs. R118 transferred casualty to Altnagelvin Hospital, Derry.

At 19.03 hrs. Helicopter R118 enroute back from hospital to search area.

At 20.38 hrs. second casualty recovered at position 055° 15.00'N 006° 49.50'W.
Refer to Appendix 9.4 for plot on Admiralty Chart 2723. Casualty onboard
Greencastle Coast Guard RIB. Casualty was not wearing buoyancy aid.

At 21.29 hrs. Casualty onboard Ambulance enroute to Altnagelvin Hospital

4.4 Report of Autopsy from Queen's University of Belfast

Name: Mr. Francis McDaid
Age: 68
Date of Death: 14th March 2008
Date and hour of Autopsy: 16th March, 2008 at 08.45 hrs.
Cause of death: Salt water drowning

Name: Mr. Daniel McDaid
Age: 70
Date of Death: 14th March 2008
Date and hour of Autopsy: 16th March, 2008 at 10.00 hrs.
Cause of death: Salt water drowning
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5. EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

5.1 At 08.00 hrs. on the morning of 15th March 2008 Greencastle Coast Guard Unit
and Sligo Helicopter carried out a debris search around the casualty site.

5.2 On 16th March 2008 weather conditions precluded search for wreck and debris.

5.3 On 17th March 2008 at 13.40 hrs. Greencastle Coast Guard RiB launched to
accompany FV “Lady Nuala” to haul pots of “Strath Marie”. First five strings
were recovered without undue difficulty and were found to have bait in the
pots. At 16.07 hrs. Coast Guard reported possibility of wreck in position 055°
15.64'N 006° 57.8'W. After grappling at end of last row of pots, tangled ropes,
pots and fishing gear were recovered. There was also a smell of oil. Pots were
found not baited. (Refer to Appendix 9.3 for position on Admiralty Chart 2811).
Other loose items such as hand fishing lines known to have been onboard the
“Strath Marie” also surfaced free and were collected. 

5.4 On 26th March 2008 at 08.06 hrs. Belfast Coast Guard reported that the bow
section of a halfdecker had been washed ashore at Portmore Rd., Portstewart,
Co. Derry. The wreckage was identified as part of “Strath Marie”.
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5.5 The Naval Diving Section of the Irish Naval Service was requested to locate and
survey the missing part of the “Strath Marie” between Wednesday 9th April and
Friday 25th April 2008. The central datum used for the duration of the search
was position 055° 15.64'N 006° 57.8'W. The Naval Diving Section was not
successful in locating the wreck of the “Strath Marie”. (Refer to Appendix 9.5
for report.) 
It is believed that storms and heavy weather between 26th March and 9th April
2008 moved and perhaps broke up the wreck from its suspected position.
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6. OTHER FACTS TO BE CONSIDERED

6.1 The tides for Culdaff on 14th March 2008 were: LW 05.16 hrs., HW 11.45 hrs.
(2.3 m), LW 17.19 hrs. HW in Culdaff occurs 4 hrs. 45 mins before HW Belfast.
For illustrative purposes of tidal streams this has been rounded up to 5 hrs.
Refer to Appendix 9.6 for approximated times of tidal streams along the coast
between Culdaff and Lough Foyle.

6.2 VHF radio and mobile telephone are known to not always have good reception in
the area where the “Strath Marie” was working with pots 

6.3 On 14th March at 23.00 hrs. MAIB requested information on casualty in relation
to beginning an investigation into a possible collision with another vessel. 
Suspected vessel “Sten Odin” departed Derry on 14th March at 09.10 hrs. and
arrived at anchorage at Fonnes, Norway at 12.55 hrs. on 16th March 2008.

6.4 Norwegian Maritime Directorate boarded the “Sten Odin” on its arrival at
Fonnes. Visual Inspection of the hull from a small taxi boat was made of the
entire hull. No evidence of any new scratches, dents, paint marks or newly
painted areas on the “Sten Odin's” hull was found. Onboard the “Sten Odin” the
Captain, 2nd Officer, deck hand on watch and other crewmembers were
interviewed by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate. According to all persons
interviewed nobody had seen or heard any abnormal incidents during the
departure of Lough Foyle and the hours following. Refer to Appendix 9.7 for
report from Norwegian Maritime Directorate.

6.5 In addition, the “Sten Odin” was boarded on the 21st March 2008 by police
officers from Strathclyde Police Marine Policing Unit, at Rothsay, Scotland, who
spoke to the Master and crew, and examined the vessel. No further information
was forthcoming, nor was there any visible damage to the ship.

6.6 To determine the exact route of the “Sten Odin” on the morning of 14th March
2008 a Surveyor of the Marine Survey Office visited the Irish Coast Guard at
Blanchardstown, Dublin on the 27th March 2008 and the office of the Harbour
Master at the Port of Londonderry on the 28th March 2008 to view and note the
recorded images from the respective AIS regarding the track of the “Sten Odin”
along the Donegal Coast.

It should be noted that the use of an AIS on board depends upon the vessel
being fitted with AIS. The tanker “Sten Odin” is fitted with an AIS Class A as
required by the SOLAS Convention and it was in operation on sailing from
Londonderry. At approximately 11.00 hrs. on 14th of March 2008 the Port of
Londonderry pilot disembarked from the vessel and the vessel proceeded north
out of Lough Foyle. At approximately 11.19 hrs. the vessel passed the fairway
buoy leaving it to port. The vessel altered course to port and proceeded on a
course of approximately 316/317° true and at a speed of approximately 10 to
10.5 knots. The vessel maintained this course until approximately 11.55 hrs.
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when an alteration of course to port was observed on the recorded AIS track to
port. At 11.55 hrs. the vessel was approximately in position with Dunmore Head
bearing 236° true at a distance of 5.6' (about 7 miles NE x E from Culdaff). This
alteration of course was of a maximum extent of approximately 27° to 28° and
lasted approximately six minutes. There was a slight reduction of speed during
the alteration (to 9.5 knots approximately). The vessel resumed track on a
course of approximately 320° true at approximately 12.01 hrs. There were no
other vessels transmitting an AIS signal in this vicinity at this time. The track of
the “Sten Odin” as per AIS recording correlates with the scanned copies of the
charts received. The course recorder record (scanned) of the vessel which is
maintained in Norwegian local time (one hour ahead of GMT) also indicates an
alteration of course to port but the time appears out of sync with the charted
and AIS records. Refer to Appendix 9.9 on Admiralty Chart 2811 for plot of
course and Appendix 9.10 for print out from AIS.

6.7 In addition to the “Sten Odin” another boat described by Mr. Frankie  H. McDaid
as a white speed boat was also reported to have been in the area on 14th March
2008. VHF records were checked with Malin Head Coast Guard to verify if any
unusual movements of vessels had occurred in the vicinity of the “Strath Marie”
on the day of the casualty. No records were found indicating any unusual
movements of such a boat or any other.

6.8 At 08.06 hrs. on 26th March 2008 parts of the “Strath Marie” were reported by
Belfast Coast Guard as having been washed up at Portmore Rd, Portstewart, Co
Derry. All parts were collected and put into storage. A timber specialist, Mr.
Gordon Knaggs, was engaged to examine the wreckage for the presence of
timber decay or other factors which might have been implicated in the sinking
of the “Strath Marie”. The examination indicated that the vessel appeared in
good condition and no evidence to suggest an impact to the hull was found.
Refer to Appendix 9.11 for report.

6.9 During the search for evidence on the days following the casualty the GPS
chartplotter of the “Strath Marie” was found. The instrument was damaged and
had suffered water ingress. The instrument was first sent to the MCA office in
Belfast for examination to try and retrieve information detailing the exact last
known location of the “Strath Marie”. The MCA were unsuccessful in recovering
any information from the chartplotter. The chartplotter was then sent to Selex
Communications Ltd who specialise in repair and maintenance of such
instruments. Again, nothing was recovered from the GPS.

6.10 The EPIRB onboard the “Strath Marie” was a GME MT 400. This EPIRB is a
Cospas-Sarsat Class 2 manually activated EPIRB. This means that one of the
crewmembers would have been required to manually activate the EPIRB to
transmit the distress. Whatever caused the “Strath Marie” to sink must have
happened in a very short space of time as both crewmembers are understood to
have been familiar with the operation of the EPIRB. The EPIRB has not been
recovered.
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OTHER FACTS TO BE CONSIDERED

6.11 In accordance with the Code of Practice for Fishing Vessels of less than 15m
length overall a survey is to be undertaken every four years with an
intermediate declaration by Owner completed not less than 21 months nor more
than 27 months after the initial inspection date for the issue of the Declaration
of Compliance.

This survey was conducted by John J. McNelis & Co Ltd on 15th of July 2005 at
Portaleen, Glengad, Co Donegal.

The Declaration by Owner was not signed or available. It is also noted that
modifications to the “Strath Marie” were undertaken which should have been
indicated on the Intermediate Declaration by Owner and John J. McNelis & Co.
Ltd informed of the same.

The radio fitted to the vessel the day of the casualty was known to have been
fitted after the survey to replace the previous one. The radio fitted was an Icom
IC M504. It is also noted that this radio had a function of DSC, which was not
linked to the GPS to enable this function.

There is a typographical error in Chapter 9 of the Declaration of Compliance,
which is displayed as Appendix 9.1 to this report. The reference to “A2” should
have been “A1”. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS

7.1 Whatever caused the “Strath Marie” to encounter the difficulties which resulted
in the sinking of the vessel and consequently the drowning of Messrs Francis and
Daniel McDaid must have occurred suddenly and without warning.

7.2 Neither the declaration of “Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance” or
“Intermediate Declaration by Owner” were signed by the owner as required by
the Code of Practice.

7.3 The EPIRB belonging to the “Strath Marie” did not activate and was not
recovered. The Code of Practice allows for vessels under 12m to have EPIRBs
which are activated manually.

7.4 The “Strath Marie” did not carry a liferaft. Given the time taken to recover both
casualties, had the “Strath Marie” carried and deployed a liferaft the chances of
survival of both casualties would have very significantly improved.

7.5 The report from the rescue services indicate that neither casualties were wearing
approved lifejackets. It is considered very fortunate that both casualties were
recovered floating and upright. It is required under the Code of Practice that all
fishermen in open boats wear lifejackets at all times. It should also be
considered that appropriate clothing for weather conditions should be worn and
when considered necessary thermal underclothing and dry suits should be worn.
It is worth noting that there is a 40% grant available from B.I.M. for the purchase
of immersion suits.

7.6 The DSC from the fixed radio installation was not linked to the GPS.

7.7 There is no evidence to suggest that any other vessel was involved in the sinking
of the “Strath Marie”.
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8. RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 It is recommended that the Minister enforces the appropriate elements of the
Code of Practice in regard to Declaration of Compliance.

8.2 It is recommended that fitting of an EPIRB which is self-activating and mounted
in a case with a HRU also be a requirement for fishing vessels less than 15m.

8.3 The Department of Transport should review the carriage requirement for
inflatable liferafts in the Code of Practice for small fishing vessels to ensure that
a greater number of smaller fishing vessels carry such liferafts.

8.4 It is recommended that a Marine Notice be issued, emphasising the importance of
a GNSS (GPS) receiver providing continuously updated positional data to the VHF
DSC equipment onboard, as appropriate. This gives an instant position to rescue
services and other vessels in the vicinity when the Distress Button is activated on
the VHF DSC of the vessel. 

8.5 It is recommended the GNSS (GPS) receiver, where fitted, should be connected to
the radio battery.
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Appendix 9.1 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance.
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Appendix 9.1 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance.
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Appendix 9.1 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance.
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Appendix 9.1 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance.
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Appendix 9.1 Code of Practice Declaration of Compliance.

22

APPENDIX 9.1 Cont.



Appendix 9.2 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 9.2 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 9.2 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 9.2 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 9.3 Admiralty Chart 2811 showing location of strings of pots as given by 
Mr. Francis H. McDaid owner of the vessel.
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Appendix 9.4 Admiralty Chart 2723 showing position of recovered victims and wreck.
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Wreck position as taken from Greencastle
Coast Guard and Lady Nuala

2nd Body recovered 20:38 hrs.

1st Body recovered 18:13 hrs.



Appendix 9.5 Navy Diving Section Report.
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APPENDIX 9.5

AN RANNÓG TOMADÓIREACHTA        DIVING SECTION
OIBRÍOCHTAÍ CLADAIGH SHORE OPERATIONS
BUNÁIT CHABHLAIGH NAVAL BASE
INIS SIONNACH HAULBOWLINE
CO. CHORCAÍ CO. CORK

01 May 2008

Marine Survey Office

Naval Diving Operation — Fishing Vessel Strath Marie

1. The Naval Diving Section was tasked to locate and survey the fishing vessel Strath
Marie  between Wednesday 9 April 2008 and Friday 25 April 2008. The central
datum used for the duration of the search was Position 55 15.64N 006 57.8W.

2. Divers initially carried out nine dives both on and in the vicinity of the above datum
mark.

3. The Naval Diving Section using side scan sonar equipment carried out a survey of the
area on 23rd and 24th April 2008. All possible contacts were later dived, identified and
disregarded as being the vessel of interest.

4. Submitted for information.

(Original Signed)
Conor Kirwan
Lieutenant
Officer in Charge
Naval Diving Section



Appendix 9.6 Tidal streams between Culdaff and Lough Foyle.
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Appendix 9.6 Tidal streams between Culdaff and Lough Foyle.
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Appendix 9.7 Norwegian Maritime Directorate Report of boarding of “Sten Odin”.
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Appendix 9.7 Norwegian Maritime Directorate Report of boarding of “Sten Odin”.
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Appendix 9.8 Report of Robin J. Young A/Inspector PSNI.
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Appendix 9.9 Admiralty Chart 2811 showing plot of “Sten Odin” from AIS.
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Appendix 9.10 Print out of AIS track of “Sten Odin”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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Appendix 9.11 Gordon Knaggs & Associates Report of Timbers of “Strath Marie”.
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MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.
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MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter. Recommendation 8.4 has been
provided for the purpose of added clarity.
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The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.
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REPLIES TO LETTER OF P.A DORRIAN & CO DATED 12th JANUARY 2010
TOGETHER WITH OBSERVATIONS ATTACHED:

The MCIB notes that an extension of time was granted, as requested, and no further
observations were received.

Replies to observations retaining the numerical sequence set out therein:

1 The MCIB refutes such contention. The MCIB carried out a full, thorough and
professional investigation into this tragic incident. The bodies of the deceased
men had already been recovered. The Naval Diving Section of the Irish Navy was
on call for some time, awaiting suitable weather conditions to enable them to
commence their search.

2 The MCIB takes such allegations very seriously and having examined them is
satisfied that the investigation was carried out in a professional, efficient and
competent manner. The MCIB has great sympathy for the tragic loss sustained by
the families of the deceased men.

3 The MCIB refutes such allegations. It carried out a thorough investigation and all
evidence obtained was, and still is preserved, while all relevant witnesses were
contacted during the investigation.

4 The report has been amended to reflect the correct ages for both deceased men.
The ages of the deceased men were taken from the Coroner's Report which
recites incorrect ages for both deceased men.

5 MCIB investigations deal with facts and the conclusions to be drawn from facts,
only. We cannot, and do not, conclude that the deceased men were taken by
surprise because they were recovered wearing their wellington boots.

6 The MCIB investigated the possibility of a collision and found no evidence of any
collision. MCIB therefore concludes that no collision occurred.

7 Photographs of the wreck are contained in the report from Gordon Knaggs &
Associates in Appendix 9.11 which details his examination of the wreck.

8 It is inappropriate to reference the name of an MCIB investigator in any MCIB
report. The report is a report of the Marine Casualty Investigation Board. The
MCIB is satisfied that this incident was properly investigated by a team. All MCIB
investigators are professional, competent and warranted investigators in
accordance with the Merchant Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act,
2000.

9 The MCIB disagrees with this point. The MCIB does not make any such suggestion.
We refer you to the final paragraph of the letter from the Director, Irish Coast
Guard dated the 31st December 2009, received under section (36) of the
Merchant Shipping (Investigations of Marine Casualties) Act 2000, which states
“…the Coast Guard recognise that there are bays and inlets around the coast
where VHF distress calls will not be received by the emergency services.”
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10 It is recognised international practice for investigators to co-operate with
colleagues in other countries. Please see Appendix 9.7 for the report of the
Norwegian Maritime Directorate and Appendix 9.8 for the report of Robin J.
Young, A/Inspector, PSNI.

11 The 'Sten Odin' was inspected in Scotland by Strathclyde Police Marine Policing
Unit. Please see final paragraph of PSNI report at Appendix 9.8 for the report of
Robin J. Young, A/Inspector, PSNI.

12 MCIB refutes such suggestion. The MCIB does not understand the suggestion made
that the “…Authorities do not give a damn.” The MCIB carried out a thorough
and professional investigation into the tragic deaths of these two men.

13 There is evidence of one change of course. The alteration of the course of the
“Sten Odin” was minimal in both speed and direction. Additionally, the location
where this course alteration took place as indicated in Appendix 9.8 was a
significant distance of some 8 nautical miles away from the most probable
location of the “FV Strath Marie” which was tending its pots in the locations as
noted in Appendix 9.3 of this report. Therefore, this alteration is not considered
to be relevant to this investigation.
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MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter and has made the necessary amendement.
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REPLIES TO THE OBSERVATIONS OF C.S KELLY BY LETTER DATED 
23RD DECEMBER 2009:

1 The report has been amended to reflect the correct ages of the deceased men.
The ages of the deceased men were taken from the Coroner's Report, which
recites the incorrect age of the deceased.

2 The Autopsy Report records the cause of death as drowning in salt water.
3 MCIB investigations deal with facts and conclusions to be drawn from facts, only. 

We cannot, and do not, conclude that the deceased men were taken by surprise
or did not have time to take any safety precautions because they were recovered
wearing their wellington boots.

4 The MCIB does not consider that there was any undue delay in calling in the
Naval divers. The bodies of the deceased had already been recovered. The
location of the wreck was unknown and no EPIRB signal was recorded. The Naval
Diving Section of the Irish Navy was on call, for some time, awaiting suitable
weather conditions to enable them to commence their search.

5 During the investigation information was sought as to whether the deceased men
were in possession of mobile phones. No confirmation in this regard was received.
The MCIB investigator was advised that it was known that no mobile phone
reception was available where the “Strath Marie” was thought to have sunk.

6 There is no record of a VHF radio message having been received from this vessel.
7 The investigation found no evidence of a white speed boat at the location and

Malin Head Coastguard have no evidence of a white speed boat at the location.
8 It is not clear what is meant by this comment. All relevant details from the 'Sten

Odin' have been obtained and are included in the report, see Appendix 9.7.
9 There is no evidence of any other vessel. The only other boats in the Foyle

Estuary are those referenced at Appendix 9.7 and it is clear that neither of those
boats could have been involved in the incident. It is possible that the vessel
referred to by the 'Sten Odin' was the pilot vessel.

10 There is evidence of one change of course. The alteration of the course of the
“Sten Odin” was minimal in both speed and direction. Additionally, the location
where this course alteration took place, as indicated in Appendix 9.8, was a
significant distance of some 8 nautical miles away, from the most probable
location of the “MV Strath Marie” which was tending its pots in the locations as
noted in Appendix 9.3 of this report. Therefore, this alteration is not considered
to be relevant to this investigation.

11 This is not a matter for investigation by the MCIB.
12 The registered owner of the boat was Francis H. McDaid of Bunn, Culkenny,

Malin, Co. Donegal. 
The MCIB takes the allegations made in the second last paragraph of the letter of the
23rd December 2009 very seriously. Having investigated the allegations made the MCIB
is satisfied that the investigation was carried out in a professional, efficient and
competent manner and refutes the contention that the MCIB investigator was rude to
any member of the deceased's family. The MCIB has great sympathy for the tragic loss
sustained by the families of the deceased.
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MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.


