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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 On the 4th February 1999 the wooden hulled fishing vessel "Rosses Morn" went
aground on the rocks in the vicinity of Leganagh Point near Seven Heads, 
Co. Cork at approximately 06.00 hours with two crewmembers - David W. O’
Driscoll, Skipper and Patrick Murphy, deckhand.

1.2 Mr. Murphy is believed to have gone down with the vessel. His body has never
been recovered. Mr. O’ Driscoll survived.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

Owner and Skipper David W. O’Driscoll 
Beara
Co. Cork
Approximately 18 Years sea going experience

Deceased Patrick Murphy
Eyeries
Co. Cork
Approximately 30 Years sea going experience, 1.5 
years on the "Rosses Morn"

Type of Vessel: Wooden Hull Fishing vessel
Gross Tonnage: 102.90
Length Overall: 23.25Metres
Year of build: 1974
Speed: 8.5Knots

Radars: 2 x Furuno
GPS: 1
Plotter: 1 x Shipmate 2500 linked to GPS 
MF Radio Telephone: Furuno
VHF Radio Telephone: 1 x Sailor IKOM 50
Echo Sounder: Furuno

Liferafts: 1 x Six Person RFD
1 x 8 Person Seafarer 4
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The "Rosses Morn" left Dunmore East on the 31st January 1999 and was pair
trawling with the MFV "Resplendent" until 1st February. On the 2nd February, as
the fishing was not good the vessel moved to near Sovereign Rocks off Cork
Harbour.

3.2 The Skipper brought his vessel into Cobh at about 11.00 hours on the 
3rd February to land about 20 tonnes of catch. Due to a large number of vessels
the "Rosses Morn" had to wait until the afternoon to land her catch. After landing
the catch at about 15.30/16.30 hours the boat was washed down. Diesel Oil
bunkers arrived at about 17.30 hours and the vessel took on about 4000 litres of
fuel. The Skipper said he did some work in the engine room and completed all
work about 19.30 hours. On completion of all operations the Skipper intended to
take the vessel to their homeport of Castletownbere, Co. Cork.

3.3 According to the Skipper the vessel normally operated with five crewmembers
(including the Skipper) but one of the crew (Mr. Cormac Sidley) had suffered an
injury and left the vessel at Dunmore East, Co. Waterford.

3.4 Two of the remaining crew, Mr. Paul Henshaw from Castletownbere and Mr. Martin
Kreher from Germany left the vessel at Cobh leaving only two people on board
for the voyage to Castletownbere.

3.5 According to the Skipper, he and Patrick Murphy had something to eat and they
went for a sleep around 21.30 hours and got up around 01.00 hours.

3.6 The "Rosses Morn" sailed from the Port of Cork around 02.00 hours on the morning
of the 4th February 1999 with the Skipper at the helm. Once clear of the harbour
he put the vessel in Autopilot and set a course on the Autopilot to pass off the
Old Head of Kinsale and proceeded at full sea speed of about eight/nine knots.
According to the Skipper, Mr. Murphy coiled down the ropes and then went to
sleep on the ‘long chair’ in the galley.

3.7 According to the Skipper he handed over the bridge watch to Patrick Murphy at
about 04.00 hours when the vessel was South West of the Sovereigns. The Skipper
states that at this time it was a clear night with good visibility and the wind
WSWly 3-4. 

3.8 According to the Skipper the Radar, GPS, ECHO Sounder and Track Plotter were
all on and working when he left the Bridge.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 The following is the Skippers version of events:

• He awoke when the "Rosses Morn" ran aground near Seven Heads.

• He rushed from the cabin at the back of the wheelhouse to the bridge. He
noted that the "Rosses Morn" appeared to have grounded on her starboard
bow. He could not see where they were but he could see the light on the Old
Head of Kinsale.

• He put the engines astern and the vessel slid off immediately.

• He told Patrick Murphy to check the hold and he called Valentia Radio with a
Mayday call and gave their GPS position.

• It was apparent that the vessel was flooding rapidly and it was apparent to
him that the boat was going to sink.

• He got two lifejackets from the wheelhouse and put one on himself and gave
one to Patrick Murphy.

• They tried to launch the six-man liferaft from the starboard side of the bridge
without success. He disconnected the hydrostatic release and untied the
painter so as to move the raft about but he was hampered by lack of
available room. The boat at this time was way down by the head. 

• As the water started coming in over the gunwale he urged Patrick Murphy to
jump into the sea but he was reluctant to do so. At this time he jumped into
the sea himself and he observed Patrick Murphy at the wheelhouse top. He
again shouted at Patrick Murphy to jump and Patrick Murphy replied, "I can’t".
At this time the vessel sank and he did not see Patrick Murphy again.
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5. EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

5.1 The liferaft located in the forward part of the vessel floated free and inflated
about twenty metres away. Mr. David O’ Driscoll swam to it and got inside.

5.2 The Log Extracts from Valentia Radio indicate that the Mayday was received
from the "Rosses Morn" at 06.14 hours. Valentia Radio paged Courtmacsherry
Lifeboat and tasked Helicopter R115. The Marine Rescue Coordination Centre
paged Seven Head Irish Marine Emergency Services.

5.3 At 06.55 hours Courtmacsherry Lifeboat informed Valentia Radio that they were
on scene and searching.

5.4 At 07.31 hours the IMES Rescue Helicopter R115 was on scene and located the
liferaft with David O’ Driscoll at 07.34 hours. 

5.5 At 07.43 hours David O’ Driscoll was winched onboard the helicopter and later
brought by the helicopter to Cork Regional Hospital.

5.6 At 08.12 hours Courtmacsherry Lifeboat recovered an EPIRB (Emergency
Position Indicating Radio Beacon) and at 09.07 hours a lifejacket.

5.7 Despite an extensive search by the Naval Service, IMES Resources and local
vessels over the following days the body of Mr. Patrick Murphy was not
recovered.
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6. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The only witness and only survivor of the incident was the Skipper, 
Mr. David O’Driscoll. 

6.2 It is noted that the vessels stay in port was a busy one and in addition due to
the departure from Cobh, Co. Cork in the early hours of the morning fatigue
may have been a major factor in contributing to this incident.

6.3 The weather was not a significant factor in the grounding of the vessel.
According to Met Eireann the weather for the area at the time of the incident
was expected to be Westerly Force 6 to 7 with isolated patches of drizzle and
good visibility (See appendix 8.1). At 07.09 hours Courtmachsherry Lifeboat
observed weather conditions as being "South Westerly 4 to 5 with a good swell". 

6.4 The Commissioners of Irish Lights noted that all Aids to Navigations in the area
were functioning normally (See Appendix 8.2).

6.5 Mr. David O’ Driscoll holds a Second Hand Special with endorsement and was
entitled to sail as Skipper on "Rosses Morn". A vessel of this length is required to
have one certificated deck officer on board.

6.6 Due to the power of the engine the vessel was not required to carry a
certificated engineer.

6.7 The practice of sailing with only two persons from Cobh to Castletownbere was
not unusual for the vessel. However, the lack of personnel on board and the
fatigue factor was a major factor in the tragedy that ensued. If sufficient
personnel were on board and rested then the accident should not have
occurred. Once the accident did occur there were insufficient personnel to
handle the liferafts.

6.8 The EPIRB (Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon) was found not to be
functioning due to severe degradation of the components due to internal
corrosion. This may have been due to previous ingress of water. The EPIRB was
(according to invoices) serviced in the United Kingdom on the 19th July 1976. 
In this respect it is noted that the Skipper was able to broadcast a Mayday
message with a position prior to the vessel sinking.

6.9 The vessel was required to have a ships station radio licence. Therefore the
EPIRB was not registered. If the vessel had a licence then the Marine Radio
Survey Office would have carried out a Radio Licence Inspection and any faults
with the EPIRB would have come to light.

6.10 There is no record of the radio certification of the crewmembers. 
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6.11 The "Seafarer" 8 person liferaft automatically released and inflated when the
vessel sank. The ‘RFD’ liferaft was later recovered by Courtmacsherry lifeboat
and brought ashore.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 All fishing vessels should be safely manned at all times. Safe Manning should
take into account normal day-to-day operations of the vessel as well as
compliance with regulations (such as the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea) and have sufficient personnel on board to utilise
Life Saving Appliances and Fire Fighting Equipment and to safely moor and
unmoor the vessel. Safe Manning should ensure that all personnel receive
adequate rest whilst working on board.

7.2 It is recommended that when any vessel goes aground the situation should be
adequately assessed before any manoeuvring is attempted.

7.3 All fishing vessels owners and operators are required to comply with 
S.I. No. 544 of 1998 Fishing Vessel (Radio Regulations) 1998. 
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8. LIST OF APPENDICES

8.1 Met Eireann Weather Report.

8.2 Report on aids to Navigation from Commissioners of Irish Lights.
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9. LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Correspondent  Page No.

Mr. Colin Williams, Inspector of Lifeboats Ireland 20
MCIB Response 20

Ms. Maeve O’Driscoll, 
(Solicitor representing Mrs. Teresa F. Murphy) 21
MCIB Response 22
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NCIB RESPONSE
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter
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MCIB RESPONSE TO THE LETTER FROM MS. MAEVE O’DRISCOLL, 
O’DRISCOLLS SOLICITORS DATED 17th JUNE 2005

The MCIB is satisfied that the report is correct. Mr. O’Driscoll, Skipper of the “Rosses
Morn” informed the Investigator that “He and Mr. Murphy had a meal about 21.00 hours
on the 3rd February, they then went for a sleep, woke at about 01.00 hours and went
for a walk on the quay before sailing at 02.00 hours on the morning of the 4th February
1999.”
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