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1. SYNOPSIS.

1.1 On Sunday July 25th, 1999 at 0025 hours GMT an unidentified vessel was in
collision with the Irish fishing vessel "Renegade" in the Irish sea at position 53
40 North 005 25 West.

1.2 The "Renegade" was fishing at the time of the incident and the unidentified
vessel did not stop after the collision.  The "Renegade" was holed and took
water in the engine room.  The skipper sent out a "Mayday" call.

1.3 Pumps were put on board by the emergency services and these were used to
lower the water level in the engine room.  Without these pumps the "Renegade"
would probably have sunk.  Four of the six crew abandoned to another fishing
vessel.

1.4 The "Renegade" proceeded to Howth at slow speed accompanied by another
fishing vessel.

1.5 Efforts to establish the identity of the other vessel involved in the collision
were not successful.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 

2.1 Particulars of the Vessel "Renegade"

Built: 1968 by Scheepswerfvisser B.V.
Denhelder, Holland.

Previous names: 1968 to 1986.
"Nagen Gebroeders" (Dutch flag).
1986 to 1st March 1999.
"Girl Cliona" (Irish flag).

Owner: Kevin Downs, 
New Ross, Co. Wexford.

Purchased: 1st March 1999.

Registered Length: 86.90 feet.
Registered Breadth: 21.00 feet.
Registered Depth: 7.85 feet.
Gross Tonnage: 159 tons.
Register Tonnage: 47 tons.
Port of Registry: Dublin.
Official Number: 402481.

Machinery: One Stork – Wartsilla 6 Cylinder Diesel Main Engine.
625kW.  Engine made in 1989. The above engine 
was fitted in 1998 and gives a speed of 
approximately 11 knots.

Description of Vessel: Carvel built, steel fishing vessel with a counter 
stern.  The vessel has four watertight bulkheads 
fitted.  A shelter deck was fitted to the vessel at 
Arklow and was completed in April 1999.  The 
vessel was being used as a stern trawler fishing for 
prawns.

2.2 Lifesaving Appliances available on board.

Lifejackets: Eight.

Lifebuoys: Four.
Pyrotechnics: Twelve parachute flares.
Line throwing apparatus: one.
Liferafts: Three.  (Two eight man and one six man).

Both eight-man liferafts were fitted with a 
hydrostatic release unit

Radio: Furuno GMDSS Area 2 Equipment.
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2.3 Navigational aids provided on board.

One Furuno Radar model FR 2115.
One Furuno Radar 7040D.
Two Furuno Depth sounders FCV 291.
Two Quodfish 510 fish plotters.
One Furuno Integrated Heading sensor.
One Navitron Auto pilot.
One Furuno DGPS Navigator GP 35
One Furuno DGPS Navigator GP 80.
One Furuno GPS Navigator GP 70.
Four ICOM VHF Installations M 55, M 58, M 59, M 80.
One Furuno MF/HF Installation 1562.
One Sailor VHF Installation 144.

2.4 The crew of the "Renegade" on 25th July 1999 consisted of the following:

1. Trevor Byrne from Co. Louth.  Mr. Byrne is the holder of a Second Hand Full
Certificate of Competency No. 007 which he obtained in 1990.  He has been
fishing at sea for about 22 years and was the Skipper of the vessel.

2. Des Jacob from Co. Wexford.  Mr. Jacob has been fishing for 25 years and
completed a Basic Sea Survival course in 1991.  He does not have any other
seagoing certificates or qualifications.

3. Michael Kinneen from Co. Wexford.  Mr. Kinneen has been fishing for 20
years but holds no sea going qualifications except for a Basic Sea Survival
course and First Aid course.  He was the engineer of board the vessel.

4. Richard Butler from Co. Wexford.  He started fishing in march 1998 and has
no formal sea going qualifications.

5. Steve Hogan from Co. Wexford.  Mr. Hogan has been summer fishing since
the age of 13 years.  It was his first trip on the "Renegade" and he had been
aboard for two weeks.  He had completed a shore based first aid course and
lifeguard water safety course.

6. Peter Butler from Co. Wexford.  He had been fishing for one year and on the
"Renegade" for two months.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The vessel, manned and equipped as stated above, sailed from Howth at about
midnight on 19-07-1999.  Initially the vessel fished for prawns about ten miles off
the Irish coast and on the 22nd proceeded to fish in the area where the collision
subsequently occurred.

3.2 The fishing routine was the vessel would stern trawl for prawns for about six
hours at a time,  the nets would then be hauled and reshot at about mid tide,
(this operation would normally take about one hour) then the fish would be
sorted would take another two hours approximately.

3.3 The Skipper had planned to haul the nets at about 0100 hours BST on 25-07-1999.
However there were problems with the air valves on the hauling winches.  The
hauling of the nets was deferred until the air valves were repaired.

3.4 Two crewmembers Michael Kinneen and Peter Butler repaired the air valves on
the shelter deck.

3.5 The Skipper, Trevor Byrne lay down on his bunk at about 0040 hours BST.  His bunk
is located in a room off the after end of the wheelhouse.

3.6 Richard Butler was on watch on his own in the wheelhouse.  It was planned that
the Skipper would not be called until they were ready to haul the nets.

3.7 During the winch repair Richard Butler was testing the winches from the controls
in the wheelhouse under instruction from Michael Kinneen.  Richard Butler was
also ensuring that the two crewmembers on deck were clear of the winches by
observing them on the close circuit television monitor.

3.8 The vessel proceeded on a North Easterly course at about 3 knots for
approximately 2 hours.  The vessel was on autopilot.  The "Renegade" was
displaying green and white trawling lights as well as sidelights and sternlight.

3.9 It was a fine, cloudy night with light northerly winds and good visibility.  The sea
was calm. (See Met report in Appendix A).  Richard Butler recalls that he could
see the lights of other fishing vessels on his port side.

3.10 The two Furuno Radars were operating.  One radar was on the 6-mile range and
the other one was on the 1.5-mile range.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 At approximately 0125 hours BST on July 25th 1999 when in position 53 40.0 North
005 25.0 West the "Renegade" was struck on the port side by an unidentified
vessel which did not stop after the collision. (See position in Appendix B).

4.2 The Skipper immediately went into the wheelhouse and stopped the engine.  At
this stage the vessel had a large list to starboard.  The Skipper recalls that
Richard Butler was in shock.

4.3 The unidentified vessel caught the port side trawling wire of the "Renegade"

4.4 After the initial list to starboard, the fishing vessel was pulled to port until the
wire parted.  The vessel then came upright.

4.5 The Skipper called, on Channel 16, to the vessel which had struck them, giving
the position of the "Renegade" from the DGPS.  There was no reply from the other
vessel.

4.6 It would appear that the winch repair had just been completed when the collision
occurred as Michael Kinneen was putting away the tools and Peter Butler was in
the galley.  However Richard Butler states that he was still testing the winch,
watching the monitor and also watching the course track on the plotter.

4.7 Richard Butler states that he did not see any vessel approaching.  The first time
that he saw the other vessel was just after contact.  It seemed to be empty with
a brownish red coloured lower hull with a dark colour, maybe black or dark blue
above this.  The superstructure was white.

4.8 Nobody saw the name of the other vessel.

4.9 Richard Butler recalls that there was nothing close on the 6mile range when he
last looked in that radar about 15 minutes before the incident.  He states that he
was only really concentrating on the 1.5mile range and that when he last looked
at the radar about 3 or 4 minutes before the incident, there was nothing on the
screen.
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EVENTS FOLLOWING

5. EVENTS FOLLOWING INCIDENT

5.1 All the crew were alerted by the collision.  The chain locker, net store, fish hold
and engine room were checked by the crew for damage and water ingress.

5.2 All were found to be intact save that water was squirting into the engine room.
The flywheels fore and aft were throwing up water.

5.3 The bilge pump on the port side of the engine room had been dislodged in the
collision and the pipework to the pump was fractured.  Two seacocks were turned
off to reduce the flow of water into the engine room through the damaged pipes.

5.4 The Skipper sent out a "Mayday" on Channels 16 and 70.

5.5 The six-man liferaft forward was launched.  The flare, VHF radio, SART and
lifejackets were prepared.

5.6 The bilge pump was not working.  Michael Kinneed started the two submersible
pumps but the water level was still rising in the engine room.  The main engine
was stopped.

5.7 After about ten minutes another fishing vessel "Mellifont" which had been fishing
about a half mile away, arrived alongside the "Renegade" and took four of the
crew of the "Renegade" onboard.  The Skipper, Trevor Byrne and Michael Kinneen
remained on board the Renegade.

5.8 The fishing gear of the “Renegade” was cut loose.

5.9 After about 40 minutes, a helicopter arrived and put a diesel pump on board.
This pump succeeded in lowering the water level below the flywheel in the
engine room.

5.10 The engine was restarted and the vessel proceeded at slow speed towards Howth.

5.11 After about 70 minutes the Howth lifeboat arrived and two men with a pump
came on board the "Renegade".  They stayed on board until the vessel arrived in
Howth at about 0710 hours BST.  This pump succeeded in pumping the engine
room basically dry.

5.12 On the voyage to Howth the "Mellifont" accompanied the "Renegade", at a short
distance off.

5.13 Shortly after the collision it appeared to the crew of the "Renegade" that the
other vessel involved was nearly stopped or slowed down.

5.14 This fishing vessel was struck on the port side at watertight bulkhead between
the engine room and the fish hold approximately one metre below the water line.
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5.15 The ship’s side plating was set in over an area of approximately 12 square metres,
from the water line to below the bilge keel.  The maximum plate set in was about
0.25 meters.  (See photographs in Appendix 10.3)

5.16 The side plating was  holed in the engine room in way at the bilge keel.  These
holes were plugged by divers when the vessel reached Howth.

5.17 The bulkhead between the engine room and the fish hold was buckled.

5.18 The bilge pump, which is located in the forward port side of the engine room,
was displaced and associated pipework was damaged.

5.19 Some engine holding down bolts were found to be loose.

5.20 There was no damage sustained above the waterline.  It would appear that the
damage to the “Renegade” was caused by the bulbous bow of the other vessel,
which did not stop after the collision.
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6. CONCLUSIONS AND FINDINGS

6.1 This collision was caused because the International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea, 1972, as amended, were not observed.

6.2 From the accounts given by the crew of the "Renegade" it would appear that the
other vessel involved in the collision was a large merchant vessel.  Because this
merchant vessel was never identified it is not possible to establish why she
collided or what factors led to the accident.

6.3 Likewise it cannot be established if a proper lookout, in accordance with Rule 5
of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, as
amended, was being kept on this unidentified merchant vessel.  (See Appendix
10.4 for Rule 5).

6.4 Under Rule 18 (a) a power driven vessel under way shall keep out of the way of
a vessel engaged in fishing. (See Appendix 10.4 for Rule 18 (a)).

6.5 A proper lookout was not maintained on the "Renegade" in accordance with Rule
5 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, as
amended.  Those entrusted  with lookout duties should not be distracted from
this important task and should remain alert at all times.  In this case, the
merchant vessel was not observed by the fishing vessel until after the collision.

6.6 As a proper lookout was not maintained on the "Renegade" it was not possible for
the vessel to comply with Rules 7 and 17 of the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, as amended.  (See Appendix 10.4 for Rules 7
and 17).

6.7 The whistle for making sound signals required on the "Renegade" was found to be
disconnected and could not have been used.

6.8 The Skipper of the "Renegade" was the holder of a Second Hand Full Certificate
of Competency.  The "Renegade", due to her length, when operating in the
Limited Area, is required to carry a Skipper Limited Certificate and, in addition,
either a Second Hand Limited or Second Hand Special Certificate.  The
watchkeeper on the bridge had no formal sea going qualification.

6.9 The unidentified vessel did not respond to the Mayday call of the fishing vessel
as required under SOLAS Chapter V Regulation 10.

6.10 The completion of this report was delayed as efforts were made to establish the
identity of the other vessel involved in the collision and despite considerable
efforts, it has not been possible to establish, with certainty, the identity of the
other vessel involved.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972, as amended,
must be obeyed by all vessels at all times.

7.2 All fishing vessels should at all times keep a safe navigational watch on board.
The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted Resolution A. 484 (XII)
"Basic Principles to be observed in keeping a navigational Watch on board Fishing
Vessels" relating to the principles to be observed in order to ensure that a safe
navigational watch is maintained.  The basic principles have been reproduced in
the Annex to Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002 and should be observed by all
concerned.  (See Appendix 10.5).

7.3 A Marine Notice should be issued stating that all fishing vessels must be manned
as required by the Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer
Officers) Regulations, 1988 (S.I. No. 289 of 1988), as amended.  A Marine Notice
is given at Appendix 10.6.

7.4 Skippers should ensure that navigational watchkeeping duties must be carried out
by properly qualified personnel at all times.  A competent alert watchkeeper
keeping a proper all round lookout at all times is absolutely essential.
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8. APPENDICES

8.1 Weather Report.

8.2 Map showing location of Collision.

8.3 Photographs showing damage to the "Renegade"

8.4 Extract detailing Rule 5 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions
at Sea, 1972.

8.5 Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002 – "Keeping a Safe Navigational Watch on Board Fishing
Vessels".

8.6 Proposed Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002 – "Manning of Fishing Vessels".
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8.1 Weather Report.
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8.2 Map showing location of Collision.
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8.3 Photographs showing damage to the "Renegade"
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8.4 Extract detailing Rule 5 of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions
at Sea, 1972.
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8.5 Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002 – "Keeping a Safe Navigational Watch on Board Fishing
Vessels".
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8.6 Proposed Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002 – "Manning of Fishing Vessels".
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