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DROWNING OF 

MR MATTHEW ARMSTONG

FROM THE 

M.V. “MOON RIVER” 
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The Marine Casualty
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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 The “Moon River” (Pleasure Cruiser) departed from the Quay at Carrick-On-
Shannon at 00:30hrs on the 18th December 2005.

1.2 On board were 61 passengers and 7 crewmembers.

1.3 At 00:55hours on the 18th December 2005 a male passenger was reported  
overboard.

1.4 Man overboard procedures were immediately implemented.

1.5 Initial and subsequent searches for the man on the 18th December 2005 were 
not successful. 

1.6 The body of a twenty-year-old man was recovered from Lough Corry at 14:20 
hours on the 19th December 2005.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 The “Moon River” has the following principal particulars:
Name: “Moon River”
O.N.: 403072
Tonnage: 66 GT      30 Net
Length: 22.22m
Breadth: 4.70m
Moulded depth: 1.35m
Moulded draught: 0.95m
Year of Build: 1994
Engine Power: 191 KW Service Speed 8 Knots

2.2 Vessel description:

Class V vessel plying in smooth water.
Operated as a Pleasure Cruiser, it caters for scheduled scenic tours and party
nights. It is licensed to carry a total of 115 passengers and crew; its licence was
current at the time of the incident (See Appendix 8.2).

2.3 The vessel has full bar and dining facilities (See Appendix 8.3).

2.4 Safety Equipment:
The vessel carried safety equipment in compliance with the regulations in force.
The vessel carried lifejackets for every person onboard.

One 65-person SOLAS liferaft and three buoyant apparatus capable of supporting 50
persons were carried.

Four lifebuoys were carried. Two of these lifebuoys had lights attached.

2.5 Radio equipment:
VHF radios were carried on board.

2.6 Manning:
The vessel had seven crewmembers on board at the time of the incident.
Master
Mr. Michael Brehony who holds a MCA Boatmasters – BML 486 and valid to the 24th
of August 2010.
Security
Mr. Dan Mee and Mr. Aidan Carr.
Bar Staff
Mr. Kenny Murtagh and Mr. Nigal Murtagh
Floor Staff
Mr. Rory O’Connor and Ms. Tanya O’ Loughlin

2.7 The vessel was manned adequately for the voyage being undertaken.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

The “Moon River” carried out no voyages on the 17th December 2005.

3.1 A routine Saturday night cruise was planned departing from the quay Carrick on
Shannon at 00:30 hours on the 18th December 2005.

3.2 CCTV coverage showed the deceased boarding the “Moon River” at
approximately 00:15 hours on the 18th December 2005.

3.3 At 00:30 hours on the morning of the 18th December 2005 the “Moon River”
departed from the quay with 61 passengers on board.

3.4 Seven crewmembers were also on board.

3.5 The water temperature was about six degrees Celsius and the air temp was about
five degrees Celsius.

3.6 The deceased was dressed in a shirt and jeans. 

3.7 Clear conditions prevailed at the time of the incident.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 At 00:55 hours on the 18th December 2005,the alarm was raised that                  
there was a man overboard. He was subsequently identified as Mr. Mathew 
Armstrong.

4.2 Mr. Armstrong was last seen at the after end of the vessel on the port side.

4.3 A member of the crew (Mr. Rory O’Connor) was standing on the opposite side of 
the vessel at the after end and he alerted the Master of the vessel.

4.4 The Master took the engines out of gear.

4.5 The position was marked by the crew with a lifebuoy. This lifebuoy did not have 
a light attached.

4.6 The crew carried out a search of the area aided by a searchlight on the bow of 
the “Moon River”.

4.7 The local Gardai and Civil Defence Unit were informed of the incident by 
mobile phone.

4.8 The search continued by the “Moon River” for approximately 35 minutes.

4.9 The “Moon River” returned to the quay at Carrick on Shannon at 01:50 hours on 
the 18th December 2005.



5. EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

5.1 The local Garda met the vessel on its arrival at the quay in Carrick on Shannon.

5.2 Passengers who witnessed the incident were questioned and all other passengers
disembarked.

5.3 The Garda took possession of Mr. Armstrong’s shoes as evidence.

5.4 Further search was carried out by the Civil Defence rib that was directed to the
scene by one of the crew (Mr. Kenny Murtagh).

5.5 This search concluded at approx 04:30 hours on the morning of the 18th December
2005.

5.6 The search continued with the Coast Guard Helicopter and a large force of Garda,
and the Garda sub-aqua divers on the morning of the 18th December 2005.

5.7 The local Civil Defence unit and Lough Ree sub aqua club divers joined these. 

5.8 Mr. Armstrong’s body was recovered at 14:20 hours on the 19th December 2005 in
less than 4 meters of water.

5.9 The deceased was brought to Sligo General Hospital on the 19th December 2005 and
was dead on arrival.

5.10 An autopsy was carried out on Mr. Matthew Armstrong at the request of the
Coroner, Dr. Des Moran.

5.11 The autopsy was carried out by Dr. Clive Kilgallen.

5.12 As a result of this examination, in the opinion of the above, death was due to fresh
water drowning.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The incident was recorded on the vessel’s CCTV system.
The footage, which is held by the Gardai and reports to show the deceased taking
off his shoes, say something to a friend, run for the port side rail at the after end
of the vessel and jump overboard. The rail at this point is over one metre high.
(See photographs at Appendix 8.1)

6.2 The deceased jumped in the cold fresh water as opposed to entering the water
slowly and this would result in fast wetting of the skin and thus the rate of
stimulation of the skin cold receptors.

6.3 The autopsy report confirmed the presence of alcohol in the deceased and the fact
that he had not eaten recently. Both factors might have led the deceased to feel
less discomfort from the cold and less aware of the danger of entering the cold
water. 

6.4 The initial response to entering such cold water is “COLD SHOCK” (This term is used
to describe the initial response of a victim, unused to cold water after sudden
immersion.) and can result in incapacitation and drowning in the first two to three
minutes. (See Appendix 8.4)
The result of cold shock is initial deep gasping, uncontrollable rapid breathing,
panic and a large increase in both heart rate and blood pressure.
The dangers of cold shock are the inhalation of water, drowning and stroke or heart
attack.
The intensity of the cold-shock is determined by the temperature, method of
entering the water, clothes worn etc. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 Masters and crew of Passenger vessels are recommended to carry out an 
assessment into the recovery of a person in the water and if necessary to 
provide extra equipment to aid the search and recovery.

7.2 Rescuers are not recommended to enter the water to affect rescue as they 
risk becoming a casualty themselves due to drowning or hypothermia.

7.3 The dangers of Cold Shock (As illustrated in the attached Booklet by the “The 
rish Water Safety”) to be included in safety announcements by vessels 
operating in cold waters.
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8. LIST OF APPENDICES

8.1 Photographs.

8.2 Copy of Passenger Certificate issued on the 14th March 2005. 

8.3 Copy of brochure for the vessel “Moon River”.

8.4 Copy of Irish Water Safety Booklet on Cold Shock and Hypothermia.
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Appendix 8.1 Photographs
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Appendix 8.2 Copy of Passenger Certificate issued on the 14th March 2005. 

APPENDIX 8.2
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Appendix 8.3 Copy of brochure for the vessel “Moon River”.
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Appendix 8.3 Copy of brochure for the vessel “Moon River”.



Appendix 8.4 Copy of Irish Water Safety Booklet on Cold Shock and Hypothermia.
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9. LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Correspondent Page No.

An Garda Siochana 19
MCIB Response 20
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9. MCIB Response 

MCIB REPONSE TO LETTER DATED 2nd AUGUST 2006 FROM AN
GARDA SIOCHANA.

The Marine Casualty Investigation Board notes these comments and will
forward any future developments of relevant Regulations to An Garda
Siochana for consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE


