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MCIB Response to Mr. Eamon Torpay’s (Irish Coast Guard) letter of 7th
April, 2003

With regard to the draft report into the grounding of the MFV “Western Viking” the
MCIB has amended the report in view of the comments as set out in this letter.
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1. SYNOPSIS.

1.1 At approximately 0330 hours on the 3rd August 1994 the MFV “Western Viking”
ran aground on Rathlin O’Birne Island, Co. Donegal at a speed of about 7.5
knots bow first.  No lives were lost.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 

2.1 The MFV “Western Viking” left Killybegs Co. Donegal at approximately 0130
hours on the morning of 3rd August to fish for scad off the North Donegal Coast.
The MFV “Western Viking” was a steel-built vessel of 737 GRT. 

2.2 When the vessel was South of Carrigan Head, a crewmember Paul Gallagher,
altered course to take it to the South of Rathlin O’Birne Island.

2.3 Neither of the two crewmembers (on watch) knew of the vessel’s close
proximity to the island until the vessel hit the island.

2.4 No positions were taken either visually or by radar. A chart was not in use. No
positions were recorded from the time of sailing until the grounding occurred.
The watch keepers used the satellite plotter to follow the coastline without
apparently being aware of what they were actually doing.

2.5 Paul Willoughby, who was “in charge”, thought the Radar was on 6 mile range
when it was actually on the 12 mile range.

2.6 Both men saw the Light (the White Sector) on the Island that has a range of 20
miles but did not realize that the MFV “Western Viking” was heading straight
for the island.
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3. THE EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The Skipper, Seamus Doherty went to bed at about 2300 hrs  on the 2nd August
1994 and the Mate, Charles Doherty sailed the vessel from Killybegs. This was a
normal occurrence.

3.2 When the vessel was about 1 mile South of Inishduff Island the Mate handed
over to two of the crew, John Gallagher and Paul Willoughby, who were due to
go on watch.

3.3 He told them to take the vessel to a position West of Arranmore Island off
Donegal. He then left the wheelhouse.

3.4 Of the two left in the wheelhouse, Paul Willoughby was in charge. He sat in the
Skipper’s chair.
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4. THE INCIDENT.

4.1 At approximately 0330 hrs on the 3rd August 1994, the MFV “Western Viking”
hit Rathlin O’Birne Island at a speed of about 7.5 knots bow first.
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5. THE EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT.

5.1 Charles Doherty maintains that when he arrived in the wheelhouse he sent a
Mayday on VHF Channel 16, to which he did not get a reply. There is no Irish
Coast Guard (IRCG) record at Malin Head CRS of such a mayday call being made
and the IRCG maintains that no such call was received. There were no reports
of a distress call being heard by other vessels operating in the area at the time. 

5.2 “The sequence of events recorded by the IRCG at Marine Rescue Co-ordination
Centre (MRCC) Dublin and Malin Head Coastal Radio Station (CRS) are as
follows: 

5.2.1 MRCC Dublin received a mobile telephone 999 emergency call from the
FV “Western Viking” at 02.38 UTC on 03/08/94. This 999 call was from
a mobile phone on board the fishing vessel, through the Eircom 999
service to MRCC Dublin. There was no Marine VHF radio involvement in
this call. The vessel reported that it was taking in water and sinking
fast in position 5439n 00847w. The phone signal faded out before a
telephone number could be obtained from the fishing vessel.  MRCC
Dublin established this position to be off Rathlin O’Birne. 

5.2.2 MRCC Dublin immediately advised Malin Head CRS of the situation and
contact was established with the FV “Western Viking” on Glen Head
VHF Ch 16 at 0240 UTC. Radio signals from the fishing vessel were
breaking up. The fishing vessel advised Malin Head CRS that its pumps
were holding, that the “Western Viking” was heading for Killybegs and
that it was not in immediate danger.” 

5.3 Glen Head Radio is an unmanned remotely operated VHF site controlled from
the Coast Radio Station at Malin Head. It was therefore not possible for a
crewmember on board FV “Western Viking” to make a mobile telephone call to
Glen Head Radio.

5.4 One of the crew then called the Eircom Emergency Service Operator by mobile
telephone. 

5.5 Please refer to observations by the Irish Coast Guard letter dated 7th April,
2003 (see Appendix 4).
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CONCLUSIONS

6. CONCLUSIONS AND FINDINGS

6.1 The MFV “Western Viking” ran aground as the persons on watch at the time of
the incident were not keeping a safe navigational watch.

6.2 None of the crew manning the bridge at the time of the incident had any form
of training in navigational, watchkeeping duties, radar-plotting or chartwork.
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS.

6.1 Owners and operators of fishing vessels, skippers and watchkeepers should
ensure that a proper navigational watch is kept at all times in accordance with
the International Maritime Organisation Resolution A.484(XII), Annex:
“Recommended Basic Principles to be observed in keeping a navigational watch
on board Fishing Vessels”. The basic principles have been reproduced in the
Annex to Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002 and should be observed by all concerned.
(See Appendices 1 & 2)

6.2 All fishing vessels should be properly manned with qualified Deck and Engineer
Officers in accordance with the Regulations.

6.3 A Marine Notice should be issued stating that all fishing vessels must be manned
as required by the Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer
Officers) Regulations, 1988 (S.I. No. 289 of 1988), as amended. A Marine Notice
is given at Appendix 3.
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7. APPENDICES

7.1 Appendix 1: International Maritime Organisation Resolution A.484(XII).

7.2 Appendix 2: Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002.

7.3 Appendix 3: Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002.



7.1 Appendix 1: International Maritime Organisation Resolution A.484(XII).
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7.2 Appendix 2: Marine Notice No. 9 of 2002.
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7.3 Appendix 3: Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002.
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