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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 The 19.81 metre fishing vessel MFV “Girl Geraldine” left Dunmore East Fishery
Harbour Centre on the morning of the 4th August 2007 for the fishing grounds
south of Dunabrattin Head Co. Waterford.

1.2 There were four crewmembers on board.

1.3 Whilst shooting nets from the starboard outboard pound, a crewmember 
Mr. Jurgis Stanys was caught in the bight of the net rope tail and was carried
overboard and drowned.

1.4 Mr. Jurgis Stanys was recovered from the sea after a short interval. Attempts
were made at CPR but his body showed no sign of life. 

1.5 Mr. Jurgis Stanys was pronounced dead on arrival of the MFV “Girl Geraldine” at
Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre on the morning of the 5th August 2007.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Vessel description
Type Trawler
Name MFV “Girl Geraldine”
Official Number 401617
Length 60.3 Feet
Breadth 22.5 Feet
Built 1977
Material Wood
Engine Power 310 KW
Gross Tonnage 79.02
Net Tonnage 36.07
Registered D153 Dublin

2.2 Vessel Type
Gill net trawler.

2.3 Safety Equipment
The vessel carried safety equipment in compliance with regulations. The vessel
carried lifejackets and Personal Flotation Device (PFD) for every person on board.
Two Six men life rafts were carried.

2.4 Manning
The vessel had four persons on board at the time of the incident.

Skipper: Mr. Richard Power.
COC Second Hand Special Number 685. Issued 20/06/1983
Experience, 29 Years fishing.

Crewmember No. 1: Mr. Darin Walsh
Qualification: BIM Basic Training

Crewmember No. 2: Mr. Brian Murphy
Qualification: BIM Basic Training - (Unavailable for
interview).

Crewmember No. 3: Mr. Jurgis Stanys
Experience: 4 years on the MFV “Girl Geraldine”. 20 years
previous experience in the fishing industry.

The MFV “Girl Geraldine” was manned in accordance with the Fishing Vessels Officers
Regulations 1988.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The MFV “Girl Geraldine” left Dunmore East Harbour between 11.00 and 11.30
hrs on the morning of the 4th August 2007. The vessel was headed for the fishing
grounds south of Dunabrattin Head Co. Waterford.

3.2 The vessel averaged 8 knots and finally arrived at the chosen fishing grounds at
about 21.00 hrs.

3.3 Crew were rested on passage.

3.4 The first net was then shot at about 21.30 hrs in about 70 metres of water and at
this stage all hands were engaged in the working of the vessel.

3.5 The vessel then continued to shoot nets till the time of the incident at about
23.00 hrs.

3.6 The method of fishing was to set several independent nets of approximately 1.8
miles long, anchored to the sea bed with 30 fathoms (55 metres) of line to a 30kg
anchor, and marked with 90 fathoms (165 metres) of rope to a buoy.

3.7 The weather throughout this period was South West Force 3 to 5 (See Appendix
8.2 - weather report). 

3.8 Mr. Jurgis Stanys was in position on the main unexposed deck and his job was to
monitor the run of the net from the starboard aft net pound.

3.9 Mr. Jurgis Stanys was not wearing a PFD (Personal Floatation Device) at the time
of the accident. The absence of a PFD was not a contributory factor to his death.

3.10 Mr. Jurgis Stanys was dressed in an oilskin bottom and orange hoodie.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 The last net in the starboard aft pound was nearing its end at approximately
23.00 hrs. Just prior to the incident Mr. Jurgis Stanys was seen standing on the
main deck forward of the net pounds and clear of all lines.

4.2 A shout was heard from this area and Mr. Jurgis Stanys was seen being dragged
over the stern rail atop of the starboard net pound. There was no witness to the
events just prior to the sighting of Mr. Jurgis Stanys being seen as mentioned in
point 4.1. The position of the vessel was 51 34.0 North and 007 18.0 West. Depth
of water was 40 fathoms.

4.3 The engines were put astern and the vessel brought about. Mr. Jurgis Stanys was
recovered from the water in approximately 7 to 8 minutes with the bight of the
net rope tail knotted around his left leg. His cause of death was drowning. 



5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

5.1 Once aboard the fishing vessel, attempts were made to resuscitate Mr. Jurgis
Stanys using CPR. These attempts were unsuccessful. The Skipper of the vessel
alerted the Irish Coast Guard by radio at 23.07 hrs ships time. They in turn
informed the Gardai.

5.2 ETA Dunmore East 05.00 hrs LMT. Dunmore East Coast Guard Unit tasked to assist
on arrival. On arrival at Dunmore East Fishery Harbour Centre, the vessel was
met by the Gardai and the local Coast Guard unit. The body of Mr. Jurgis Stanys
was removed from the vessel.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The body of Mr. Jurgis Stanys was recovered from the water with a rope knotted
(half hitch) around his left leg.

6.2 There was no witness to the series of events, which led to this incident.
However, it must have been instantaneous and with catastrophic results.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The introduction of a Safety Management System should be considered so that
the safety of crew is considerably improved.

7.2 A copy of the Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen should be
carried on all Fishing Vessels. 
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Appendix 8.1 Transcript of Register for the vessel MFV “Girl Geraldine”..
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Appendix 8.2 Weather Report for the period.
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Appendix 8.2 Weather Report for the period.
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Appendix 8.3 Sitreps from the MRCC Dublin.
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Appendix 8.4 8.4(1)  MFV “Girl Geraldine” - Forward Part.
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Appendix 8.4 8.4(3)  MFV “Girl Geraldine” - Starboard net pound.
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Appendix 8.5 S.I. No 586/2001 Fishing Vessel (Personal Floatation Devices)
Regulations, 2001.
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Appendix 8.5 S.I. No 586/2001 Fishing Vessel (Personal Floatation Devices)
Regulations, 2001.
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MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB wishes to point out that 7.1 of the recommendations was not
aimed at any particular boat or Skipper. It was a general recommendation
aimed at the fishing fleet in general.



MCIB RESPONSE  
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.
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